Dealing with the districts as a whole, the speaker showed that a population of 4,715,016 in 1881 has increased to 6,276,812 in 1901? that is, at the rate of a little over 33 per cent, in 20 years. The ratio of beds to population is as 1 to 922.
In other words, seeing that the usual estimate in regard to hospital beds in general hospitals in relation to the needs of the population is usually taken at 1 to 1,000 people, we arrive at this splendid result, that Greater London is at present provided with an adequate number of such beds, without counting a single one of the 2,477 beds provided in addition by the special hospitals. Sir Henry said: " I have thought it well to bring this momentous fact out at the outset, because it disposes effectually of the pessimistic views which sometimes find expression in the Press in regard to the great voluntary hospitals, and proves to demonstration that, apart altogether from considerations of high policy which must negative the idea of municipal hospitals where the people of a great nation are well educated and intelligent in regard to their own best interests, the 
